BLACK   BOG"RUSH, Schoenus nig?icans L^

395. Black Bog-Rush, Schoenus nigricans L. (X i); a densely

tufted perennial with very numerous thick roots, up to li ft.

high, but usually 9 in. to 1 ft.; leaves very narrow and rigid,

their sheaths dark brown
, or reddish and shining,

Vibbed; flowers crowded in

terminal heads subtended

by a pair of opposite bracts

CB, X 0), 1 .or both with

a leaf-like upper portion;

spikelets (A, X 2) crowded

together into a head, each

spikelet   shortly   stalked

and consisting of a few

bracts (glumes) arranged

in opposite rows, only the

upper   bracts   containing

bisexual flowers (C, X 4),

the  lower   ones   empty;

bracts   dark   brown   or

yearly black, lanceolate,
jfceeled, the keel slightly
f Tough; stamens (D, X 8)

3; anthers with rather long

barren tips;   ovary ellip-
soid, with a slender style

and 3 slender style-arras;

nut   (E, X 5)   triangular,

pale-grey and smooth

(family Cyperaceae).
This is locally common

an<J more frequent in nor-
thern Britain.   It is a very

widely distributed species

in the northern hemisphere.
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